
1/5 

Identity Research Network: 3rd of December 2014 Research Workshop Abstracts 
Session 1 
Katie Linnane Australian Foreign Policy and ‘the vernacular of national belonging’: A ‘culture war’ raged between Prime Ministers Keating and Howard across the 

1990s. At its crux, their discursive battles reflected their divergent and competing conceptions of Australian nationhood and demonstrated a central 
concern for national identity in their political agendas, both at home and, just as crucially, abroad.  Debates related to competing interpretations of 
Australia’s self image, its history and its values and the corresponding implications this would have for its place in the world, be it as part of a 
comprehensive engagement with Asia, or a recalibration back to the Anglo-sphere. This paper will provide a discussion of the major themes that defined 
foreign policy during the Keating and Howard governments. Through an exploration of foreign policy language it will illuminate the efforts made by 
Australian governments to link foreign policy objectives with particular conceptions of Australian national identity. Specifically, this paper will highlight the 
deliberate attempts by Keating and then by Howard to fuse elements of their foreign and domestic agendas in pursuit of a vision that took in very 
particular and radically different conceptions of Australian identity. It aims to pose important questions about what Australian foreign policy language 
might reveal about contested notions of national identity, and following that, how foreign policy can be understood as part of a political project to define 
what it means to be Australian. Finally, this paper aims to make the necessary steps toward uncovering the ways in which foreign policy discourses 
inform understandings about the boundaries of national identity.   
 

Sarah Smith A turning point? Women and the 2006 crisis in Timor-Leste:  
In 2006 and 2007 Timor-Leste experienced a violent political crisis, mostly centred in the capital Dili, which led to a renewed UN peacekeeping presence. 
Chief among the causes was the spill over of tensions within and between Timor-Leste’s security institutions: the national police force (PNTL) and the 
national defence force (F-FDTL). As Sara Niner (2011b) and others (Trembath & Grenfell 2006) have pointed out, the subsequent peacebuilding 
activities and policy outcomes, as well as the resulting commentaries, all decidedly took on a male-centric focus, especially via the focus given to Timor-
Leste’s security institutions. Women were considered as neither drivers of the conflict nor as potential solvers of the crisis (Niner 2011b). A number of 
theorists have suggested that despite women’s complex and highly differentiated roles in conflict they are often essentialized as victims only (Aoláin, 
Haynes & Cahn 2011, 42). As those who are familiar with feminist security studies and international relations literature will be aware however, women 
can and do take on varied roles in times of conflict and post-conflict, despite the challenges that may exist. The approach to gender work undertaken in 
Timor-Leste from 2006, as part of the peacekeeping mission launched in response to the crisis, can be understood through two theoretical frameworks: 
the connection between the ‘gendering’ of women, or assigning essentialist roles to women as part of being ‘gender aware’; and the victim narrative that 
dominated institutional policy discussions on gender and women in post-crisis Timor-Leste. 
 

Session 2 
Monique Scott Self in relation to Voices: Auditory Verbal Hallucinations, commonly referred to as ‘voices’, have been defined as perceptions without a corresponding 

external auditory stimulus. Voices most commonly occur in Psychotic disorders, but are also known to occur in a range of other disorders as well as in 
non-clinical populations. Hearing voices has been shown to have a negative impact on an individual’s well-being and functioning, regardless of any 
psychiatric diagnosis. Given this, it is crucial to gain a greater understanding of the processes involved in hearing voices through research. This 
presentation will discuss a current study investigating voices as reflections of beliefs about dimensions of self. Specifically, with relation to Higgins’ 
(1987) self-discrepancy model (later adapted by Carver et al, 1999) and its further adaptation for use with voices in the current study. How one’s ideal 
self (how one would ideally like to be), ought self (how one perceives they ought to be), feared self (how one fears being) and actual self (how one 
perceives themselves to actually be) may be related to one’s voice self (how one’s voices would say they are) will be discussed in relation to differences 
in different diagnostic groups. Also, in consideration of how voice representations of self may be influenced by mood. 
 

Bronte McLeod Self-Stigma and Self-Identity Change Processes in Personal Recovery from Severe Mental Illness 
Purpose: To present proposed research that will serve two primary aims: 1) to test Corrigan and colleagues’ socio-cognitive self-stigma model and 2) to 
investigate self-identity change processes within the consumer personal recovery movement.  
Methods: This paper will provide a synthesis of the literatures pertaining to current conceptualisations of self-stigma and self-identity, and the postulated 
mechanisms of change within peer-modelling. These conceptualisations have informed the development of the proposed studies.  
Results: The importance of establishing a positive identity, including identity redefinition and identity growth, has been identified as one of five key 
domains relevant in personal recovery from severe mental illness. However, examination of identity processes, including how identity is conceptualised 
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and measured with respect to personal recovery outcomes, remains largely unclear. Despite this, peer-modelling via contact with individuals with lived 
experience has shown some preliminary success in ameliorating the presence and severity of self-stigma and improving recovery outcomes for persons 
with severe mental illness. 
Conclusions: Findings from the proposed studies may 1) contribute to improving the quality of future peer-education recovery programs for people with 
severe mental illness and 2) inform treatment and recovery interventions for other populations particularly vulnerable to stigma, discrimination, and 
identity loss. 
 

Andrea Wallace Re-conceptualising OCD compulsions as shame-regulation strategies: Unwanted intrusive thoughts are commonplace, but only a minority exhibit 
compulsive behaviour, and only about 3.5% develop OCD.  Research supports Rachman’s (1989) theory that intrusions become obsessions only if they 
are interpreted as evidence that a valued aspect of the self is defective.  It is proposed here that shame arises when individuals appraise themselves as 
defective, and that alleviation and avoidance of shame motivates compulsions.  A scale for measuring shame associated with intrusions is presently in 
development, and a model featuring shame as central to OCD is being tested. 
 

Session 3 
Chris Mudaliar Shifting official conceptions of national identity in Fiji: Fiji’s historical experience of ethnic turmoil from independence has often been attributed to 

the influence of colonial legacies (Lal 2008, 14). The study explored how colonial influence affected conceptions of Fijian national identity in the 
constitutional texts of 1970, 1990 and 1997. It found that ethno-nationalism largely underpins these constitutions, which has led to them privileging 
indigenous Fijian identity within the national identity. 
 
This allowed the study to continue by examining whether the newly introduced 2013 Constitution shifted from an ethno-nationalist conception of national 
identity. The introduction of the 2013 Constitution is interesting because of the context surrounding its release, suggesting that it was released with 
different underlying motives than the previous constitutions. This is because Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama has monitored the release of the 2013 
Constitution, and is on record as stating that he wishes to remove ethnic turmoil from Fiji (Lal 2013, 1).  
 
As such, the study explores the 2013 Constitution and finds that it has shifted from its predecessors by creating an inclusive national identity through 
promoting a civic nationalist agenda. The study argues this is because the Constitution re-imagines the nations history, introduces new nation symbols, 
implements a new electoral system, and equalizes citizenship qualities. 
 

Alex Stewart The Bainimarama government and Fiji’s international identity: This paper will examine the contest over Fiji’s political identity in international 
relations. It will do this by examining the tension between the Bainimarama regime’s attempts to reframe Fiji as a regional leader and international 
resistance to the military regime. It will argue that the Bainimarama government has succeeded in reshaping Fiji’s position in the region and globally to 
enhance Fiji’s visibility and influence. In the same fashion as the Bainimarama government has attempted to reshape Fijian national identity it has 
attempted to revolutionise Fiji’s international identity. 
 
In the aftermath of the 2006 military takeover, Fiji’s image in the region had suffered significantly. Fiji’s ‘coup culture’ has met with increasing 
condemnation since the first coup in 1987. In particular, Australia and New Zealand were hostile to the Bainimarama regime. In response to this, the 
regime launched an ambitious program to not only counteract the negative view of the ‘new’ Fiji, but to reshape Fiji’s identity on the international stage 
from a small state with limited significance to a regional leader and visible actor on the global stage. The Bainimarama regime used three main 
approaches to reshaping Fiji’s international identity:  Firstly, emphasising Fiji’s islander identity, particularly its links to Melanesia. Secondly, recasting Fiji 
as a champion of good governance and small state interest. And thirdly, adopting an anti-colonialist stance, particularly in regards to Australian influence 
over the Pacific Islands. Using this three pronged approach, the Bainimarama regime successfully turned itself from the ‘Pariah of the Pacific’ into the 
most regionally influential Fijian government since Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara spearheaded Pacific Islands independence. 
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Session 4 
Crystal Abidin Frenemies and cashtags: Social friending and hashtag lifecycle among social media microcelebrities: Commercial lifestyle bloggers are among 

the most influential social media microcelebrities in Singapore, being predominantly self-taught young women who weave advertorials and 
advertisements into personal blog entries and social media posts. In essence, they are selling an aspirational middle-class lifestyle to their readers, 
seemingly attainable through the goods and services marketed. The bloggers depend and trade on ‘social currency’, that is, their virtual world reputation 
and rank in the industry. One measure of reputation is the number of ‘Likes’, ‘Follows’, ‘ReTweets’, ‘Favourites’, ‘Friends’ and ‘Readers’ a blogger can 
effectively garner on various social media platforms. Taking a grounded theory approach, this paper focuses on the bloggers’ individual construction and 
circulation of this form of social capital. Specifically, the paper discusses the bloggers’ socializing techniques and the lifecycle of hashtag use as 
business strategies. 
 

Helena Liu Erotic leadership: Leading with and for pleasure: Within prevailing masculinist-modernist discourses, work and organisations have typically been 
seen as disembodied and desexualised spaces (Burrell, 1984; Hearn et al., 1989). This ideal is typified in the role of the leader, who is chiefly 
constructed as bodiless (and therefore invincible and immortal) (Sinclair, 2008), while performing cognitive activities such as communicating vision and 
exerting influence (Bass, 1985; Bass and Stogdill, 1990; Hersey and Blanchard, 1982). In a similar vein, sexuality in organisations has been traditionally 
seen as something deviant that ought to be eradicated from the ‘public sphere’ of work (Brewis and Grey, 1994). 
In the face of restrictive bodily and sexual norms, re-eroticisation has been proposed as a means to resist modernist-masculinist relations of power 
(Burrell, 1992). Re-eroticisation calls not only to recognise sexuality as a ubiquitous feature of organisational life, but actively encourage it as a potential 
source of empowerment (Bell and Sinclair, 2014). Following Baudrillard (1990) and Cixous (2000), eroticism is linked with the idea of jouissance — a 
consummate enjoyment and blissful pleasure that is not centred on sex, but the interweaving of “potential, playfulness, transgression, and danger” that 
emerges when rigid constrictions of gender and sexual identities are rejected or dismantled (Brewis and Linstead, 2000: 166). Among the many ways 
through which gender and sexual identities confine engagement with eroticism in mainstream Euroamerican perspectives is the marginalisation and 
subordination of Asian men as weak, asexual, and effeminate, compared to idealised forms of white masculinities (Chan, 2000; Hiramoto, 2012; Louie, 
2002; Reeser, 2010). At the nexus of desexualising discourses of leadership and Asian masculinities, this study observes the ways in which male 
Chinese Australian leaders constructed embodied and eroticised identities that challenge gender and racial norms. 
 

Diana Bossio How do journalists negotiate professional and personal identity in online spaces? 
In an age where social media offers unsurpassed variety in the methods of personal and professional representation, how might social media either 
assist or hinder the way journalists mediate their personal and professional lives? In recent literature, scholars have discussed the ways in which 
traditional notions of journalistic identity and norms of practice are changing as the research, production and dissemination practices of news-making 
develop in line with the various evolutions of online and social media. While many argue that social media-enabled environments have created many 
new opportunities for journalists, there have also been complexities that journalists have had to negotiate, both in terms of traditional modes of practice 
and in the ways in which they interact with their potential sources and audiences. I seek to explore social media's complex influence on an aspect of 
journalistic practice that has not had as much attention in academic literature--how journalists negotiate their own personal and professional identity 
through social media. I think e that social media's influence on journalistic practice can be illustrated by the different ways in which journalists use both 
social media sites to present themselves and their practice. 
 

Session 5 
Michaela 
Callaghan 

Dancing at the Corner of the Dead: Salvaging Memory and Identity in Post-conflict Peru: Scholars examining memory in post-conflict countries 
now recognise that it is necessary to look beyond ‘official memories’ to examine daily cultural practices that engage creatively with the past and give 
voice to the voiceless. Andean fiestas are inextricably linked with identity, cultural heritage and cultural resistance. While fiesta and dance constitute 
historic sites of memory, they have been largely overlooked as such, and their importance as memory underestimated. Nevertheless, dance plays a 
significant role in the collective memory and identity-making practices of Ayacuchanos as they search for a history that makes sense of what happened 
during the internal conflict (1980-1990) and forge a new future.This paper examines rural concursos performed in the Andean city of Ayacucho to reveal 
how campesinos forced to leave their homelands during two decades of internal conflict now employ carnival competitions to redress and reshape 
relations of inequality. Campesinos are wresting back control of their cultural heritage and reworking power relations through embodied expressions of 
dance and the political negotiations surrounding concursos. 
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Omid Tofighian ‘Aussie’ Rap Remixed: Multiculturalism, Marginalisation and Music : This paper analyses the changing face of the Australian hip-hop scene and 
how it reflects recent issues associated with multiculturalism and marginalization. By analyzing lyrics, the use of digital technology and innovative 
production techniques I explore the witty and nuanced social and political messages delivered in aesthetically appealing and confronting ways. A unique 
window into Australian youth culture, hip-hop embodies the critical and creative impulses characteristic of marginalised people. 
       Rap music is a transnational genre with various niche groups that consist of socially and culturally aware artists. The emergence of Australian hip-
hop dates back to the 1980s and is still forming an identity. However, questions regarding “Australianness” and authenticity are vigorously debated 
among artists and enthusiasts. Rappers from culturally and ethnically diverse backgrounds such as Kween G, L-Fresh, Remi, Jimblah, Child Soldier, 
Briggs,Pataphysics, Mirrah, groups Soul Benefits and Brethren, and Maya Jupiter complicate mainstream notions of “authentic Aussie” rap. The 
mainstream image of Australian hip-hop is transforming and slowly different languages, accents, social experiences and cultural identities are helping to 
create a picture of the Aussie hip-hop scene that reflects an ever-changing multicultural society. Also, a growing number of Australian rappers have 
identify with what has been termed ‘conscious hip-hop’ and are addressing social issues such as racism, sexism, migration, mental health and domestic 
violence. Some of their lyrics reflect displaced identities and comment on international political issues, giving their music a distinct transnational 
character.  
      This paper also explains how hip-hop music allows musicians to synthesise traditional cultural elements and contemporary social experiences with 
personal thoughts and feelings. The genre communicates particularly well with cultures that have enduring oral traditions. In addition, I critically discuss 
the distinction made by many fans between Aboriginal rap and what they assume is “real” Australian rap. 
 

Session 6 
Riccardo Armillei Romanies and the ‘nomad camps’ in Rome: Between institutional segregation and practices of resistance: In Italy Romani peoples have been 

subjected to social exclusion and marginalisation for centuries. Only from the 1970s the Italian government started to experiment new forms of cultural 
protection explicitly directed to the Romani communities. These approaches were based on the premise that Romanies were nomadic people. 
Nomadism was addressed as a problem and all government interventions towards Romani minorities were completely centred on the ‘camp’. This 
ghetto-like space was used as the main tool for the re-education and inclusion of these peoples within mainstream society.  
Romanies are generally viewed as either victims or threats, narrowing the range of responses to charity or hostility. Every year a huge amount of money 
is spent on managing the camps, piquing the appetites of different entities, both private and public. The Romani issue has turned into a ‘solidarity market’ 
in which it is very hard to know exactly how funds are actually used. But, as well as the top-down approach adopted by government and NGOs, this 
study also uncovers the existence of a bottom-up opposition expressed by the Romani communities living in camps.  
The ‘Romanies of the camps’ have been also described as ‘fighters’ or ‘warriors, in the sense that they have learned to take advantage of their marginal 
condition. They exploit the old ‘Gypsy’ stereotypes for their personal gain, mainly as a way of obtaining welfare aid, painting an abstract portrait of their 
culture, in the process undergoing ‘re-Tziganisation’. Inside the camps, Romanies have lost their own identity and traditions and now live in a sort of 
social limbo. The internalisation of this in-between position is then crystallised and reified in opposition to the other, the ‘Gadje’, a derogatory term used 
by the Romanies to describe the entire non-Romani population. 
      Based on interviews with Romani individuals, institutional and Third Sector representatives, participant observation and a broad range of secondary 
sources, this article focuses on the condition of Romanies living in the so called ‘campi nomadi’ (nomad camps) in the city of Rome where fieldwork was 
conducted in 2011 and 2012. The present study provides an investigation of the interactions between Romanies, local institutions and Third Sector 
organisations. While revealing the existence of a deeply rooted mechanism of marginalisation – the ‘camps system’– this article also uncovers significant 
practices of resistance and self-ghettoization within the camps.  
 

Helen Berents Marginal(ised) Lives, Excluded Narratives: Internal Displacement and Claims of Belonging in Colombia:  Situations of forced displacement and 
precarious existence prompt a careful questioning in multiple ways claims of identity and belonging, including that of the formal nation-state, and 
amongst the complexities of the everyday. Although those who are internally displaced by conflict, or marginalized by poverty or other discriminations 
remain technically as citizens of a state with the implications of protection, support, and ability to participate in political processes, many times such 
disruptions to the assumed ‘normal’ flow of belonging creates disjunctures and denial of status. For Colombians who have been internally displaced by 
the half-century-long conflict claims of belonging and the active construction of identity against stigmatization and exclusion take place in both radical and 
mundane ways. This paper explores the public protests and everyday actions of internally displaced people (IDPs) to complicate notions of belonging, 
claims to rights, and occupation of spaces.  In attempting to find ways of recognizing such communities beyond the restrictive formalized bounds of 
government definitions, a local, everyday-based politics of identity and belonging emerges. 
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Samid Suliman ‘Mobility and the kinetic politics of migration and development: In this paper, my goal is to understand and critically analyse the methodological 
premises and assumptions that underpin conventional debates on migration and development. I will demonstrate that migration is frequently, and 
problematically, conceived as external to the political organisation of development. By laying bare the methodological implications of these premises, I 
show the importance of understanding the substantive role of migration in the constitution and transformation of political relations. To this end, I present 
an outline of an alternative method of analysis – a method I refer to as kinetic politics – in order to show why migration ought to be understood as integral 
to the political organisation of development, and why it ought to be considered a central and constitutive feature of these political transformations. I 
conclude by reflecting upon the implications of a kinetic mode of analysis.  In particular, I consider the ways that this approach can help to locate 
migration qua movement as a political relation, and thus its role and place in a more comprehensive account of world politics. Such a reframing of the 
politics of migration and development paves the way for a critical account of the ways in which migrants are identified in political terms.  This has 
important implications for the ways in which migrants’ political identities and rights are conceived in political and analytical terms. 

 


